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Local Drought Impact Groups
LDIGs are contributing with:

Current Conditions
Credible Information on Local Impacts

- Impacts provided to decision-makers
Precipitation Totals through Volunteer Rain      

Gage Network
- Spatial variability
Other Conditions,  e.g. Wind, Vegetation and 

Rangeland Status
Verification



MTC Highlights
• Monthly Meetings to Analyze Data + Provide Status 

– LDIG Participation via Tele-conference
– Lengthened Long Term Update to Quarterly 
– Drought Monitor Author Participation via Dial-in 

• Continued Expansion and Distribution of Monthly Updates via:
– Press Release
– ADWR + AFWS Web sites
– Local Distribution by LDIGS

• Numerous Interactions with Established LDIGs (Cochise, Yavapai, 
Santa Cruz, Pinal, Pima, Graham/Greenlee, and Navajo Counties)
– Spin up LDIGs in Apache and Mohave Counties
– LDIGs ”Coming Soon” in Coconino, Maricopa, La Paz, Yuma 

and Gila Counties

• Arizona Drought Impacts Reporting System Nearing Completion



Drought Monitoring Technical Committee 
Projects 

• LDIG Expansion to include Coconino, Maricopa, La Paz 
Mohave, Yuma and Gila Counties

• Continue Integration and Expanded Distribution of 
Drought Information on the Web + Press Releases

• Sensitivity Analysis of Present Drought Model

• Develop A Dynamic Drought Index Web Tool

• Implement the New and Improved Drought Impacts 
Reporting System



Precipitation Perspective
(Part One)

Verde Watershed 12-month Precipitation
(Apr-Mar)  Median 16.54"
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Precipitation Perspective
(Part Two)

Willcox Playa Watershed 12-month Precipitation
 (Apr-Mar)  Median 17.92"
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Precipitation Comparison

Water Year- 2005 Water Year 2006



Precipitation Comparison

Water Year - 2006 Water Year - 2007



Precipitation Comparison
Water Year - 2007 Water Year – 2008

(First Half only)



Reservoir Status

Back to the Southwest Outlook Main Page

More Information:
The most recent reservoir reports can be accessed at the WCC-NRCS website: http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/wsf/reservoir/resv_rpt.html.

Notes: The map gives a representation of current storage levels for reservoirs in Arizona. Reservoir locations are numbered within the blue circles on the map, corresponding to the reservoirs listed in the table. The cup next to each 
reservoir shows the current storage level (blue fill) as a percent of total capacity. Note that while the size of each cup varies with the size of the reservoir, these are representational and not to scale. Each cup also represents last 
year’s storage level (dotted line) and the 1971–2000 reservoir average (red line). 
The table details more exactly the current capacity level (listed as a percent of maximum storage). Current and maximum storage levels are given in thousands of acre-feet for each reservoir. One acre-foot is the volume of water 
sufficient to cover an acre of land to a depth of 1 foot (approximately 325,851 gallons). On average, 1 acre-foot of water is enough to meet the demands of 4 people for a year. The last column of the table list an increase or 
decrease in storage since last month. A line indicates no change.
These data are based on reservoir reports updated monthly by the National Water and Climate Center of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). For additional information, contact Larry 
Martinez, NRCS, Larry.Martinez@az.usda.gov.



The National Drought 
Perspective…







More Importantly: Arizona…



Short Term Status Comparison

April 2007 April 2008



Phoenix Precipitation



Tucson Precipitation



Payson Precipitation



Alpine Precipitation



Long Term Status Maps
April 2007 April 2008



“The Climatic Crystal Ball” ???

Long Range Outlooks



Temperature Outlook

May through July 2008 August through October 2008



Precipitation Outlook

May through July 2008 August through October 2008



Closing
Thoughts…



Climate Change…

NOT Just Something to Think 
About!!



What Climate is & what climate change means
Climate is the pattern of weather, meaning averages,
extremes, timing, geographic distribution of…
• Hot & Cold
• Cloudy & Clear
• Humid & Dry
• Drizzles & Downpours
• Snowfall, Snowpack, & Snowmelt
• Hurricanes, Blizzards, Tornadoes, & Typhoons

Climate change means altered patterns.
Global average temperature is just one index of the state of 
the global climate.  Small changes in the index BIG 
changes in the patterns. 



Points to Ponder…

• “Global warming” is a misnomer;  we should 
be calling it “global climatic disruption”

• The disruption & its impacts are now 
growing more rapidly than was expected
just a few years ago.

• The world is already experiencing 
“dangerous anthro-pogenic interference in 
the climate system”.  

• Our options are mitigation, adaptation, & 
suffering. If we do less mitigation & 
adaptation, we’ll do more suffering.



New York Times Sunday Magazine
October 21,  2007



National Geographic  February 2008



Thank You !!


